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1. Introduction

1.1. Instruction

1.1.1.  This Arboricultural Impact Assessment (AIA) has been prepared by a competent
expert who is a Professional member of the Institute of Chartered Foresters
(ICF) (Chartered Arboriculturist) and a Professional member of the Arboricultural
Association (AA) and is therefore required to uphold the professional and ethical
standards within both the ICF and AA Codes of Conduct. The competent expert
holds the Lantra certificate in professional tree inspection.

1.1.2. Beechwood Trees & Landscapes Ltd are appointed by Octavius Infrastructure
Ltd (OIL) on behalf of National Highways (the Applicant) to prepare an
arboricultural assessment in support of the Scheme at A46 Coventry Junctions
(Walsgrave) (the Scheme). This arboricultural survey and report are produced in
accordance with British Standard (BS) 5837:2012 Trees in Relation to Design,
Demolition and Construction: Recommendations.

1.2. Assessment scope

1.2.1.  The scope of this assessment is to:

e Conduct a survey of trees growing within the Scheme Order Limits (and
within influencing distance) compliant with BS5837:2012 Trees in Relation to
Design, Demolition and Construction: Recommendations.

e Produce a constraints plan and survey schedule with reference to the
existing tree cover across the Scheme including root systems, stems and
canopy spreads.

e Provide an assessment of the direct and indirect impacts of the Scheme on
the existing tree cover, together with any further mitigation measures
required.

e Prepare an outline arboricultural method statement including tree protection
measures.

1.3. Report limitations

1.3.1.  The tree survey was undertaken from ground level only and is based on visual
observations relevant to the design, demolition and construction process. Basic
tree assessment instruments were used only. No internal decay equipment has
been used or detailed root system investigation carried out for the purposes of
the tree survey.

1.3.2.  The survey is not a tree safety inspection. The survey is produced to accompany
a Development Consent Order (DCO) application. Where significant and obvious
defects were identified during the inspection, these have been recorded within

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Reference: TR010066
Application Document Reference: TR010066/APP/6.3
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the general observations and preliminary recommendations section of the tree
survey schedule at Annex A. A comprehensive tree safety inspection would be
subject to a separate instruction.

1.3.3.  Trees have been captured with reference to the supplied topographical survey.
Several trees were not recorded on the topographical survey and therefore have
been plotted indicatively, based on features of the Ordnance Survey.

1.3.4.  Trees are dynamic structures and form part of the natural environment. The
condition and subsequent BS5837:2012 quality assessment category is subject
to change. As such, the content of this report is valid for a period of one year and
thereafter would be subject to reinspection as necessary.

1.3.5.  This report is prepared by an arboricultural professional. Any comments with
reference to ecological, archaeological, buildings, soil or engineering should not
be relied upon, and further specialist advice should be obtained.

1.4. The Scheme

1.4.1.  The Scheme is located in the West Midlands approximately 5km to the east of
Coventry city centre. The Scheme involves improvements to the B4082 which
runs eastwards from Clifford Bridge Road to the existing Walsgrave Junction and
the A46 which runs north-south to the east of Coventry. A full description of the
Scheme is provided in Environmental Statement (ES) Chapter 2 (The Scheme)
(TR0O10066/APP/6.1).

1.4.2. The A46 dual carriageway and the B4082 single carriageway are both affected
by the works. The Scheme also includes land at Hungerley Hall Farm and
Walsgrave Hill Farm. Coombe’ Pool Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
borders the Scheme to the east.

" Coombe is also spelt as Combe in some databases. For consistency, hereafter the spelling of Coombe will be used.

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Reference: TR010066
Application Document Reference: TR010066/APP/6.3
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2.
2.1.

Legislation

Legislative and planning policy review

The following legislation are relevant to the trees and hedgerows within the Scheme.

Table 2.1 Summary of legislation relevant to trees and hedgerows

Legislation Summary How this is addressed in this
assessment
The Hedgerow [The Hedgerow Regulations 1997 makes provision for [Hedgerow removal is required
Regulations the protection of hedgerows within the countryside that by the Scheme and works will
1997 meet certain criteria either due to length, location or be undertaken in accordance
importance. with the Hedgerow Regulations.
Town and Trees protected by either a Tree Preservation Order There is a TPO within the Order
Country (TPO) or those situated within a local Conservation Limits and this assessment has
Planning (Tree |Area are afforded legal protection under the Town and [considered the impact on the
Preservation) Country Planning Act (1990) as amended, and associated trees.
England subsequently, the Town and County Planning (Tree
Regulations Preservation) (England) Regulations 2012.
2012
Wildlife and The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) |(Great care is necessary to avoid
Countryside Act |and the Conservation of Species and Habitat disturbance to those species
1981 (as Regulations 2017 provides statutory protection of and consideration should be
amended) birds, bats and other species that can inhabit trees. given to the timing of tree works
The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act  [to avoid an offence under this
2006 (Section 41 England and Wales) also places a legislation. Where the presence
duty on Local Planning Authorities to consider of such species is suspected,
biodiversity when carrying out their duties. the Ecological Clerk of Works
(ECoW) or statutory body
should be contacted for further
advice.
The role of the ECoW will be set
out in the First Iteration
Environmental Management
Plan (EMP) prior to construction.
The effect of the removal of
trees and hedgerows on
habitats is assessed in ES
Chapter 8 (Biodiversity)
(TR010066/APP/6.1)
The The ‘Habitats Regulations’ transpose European Union (Great care is necessary to avoid
Conservation of |Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of disturbance to those species
Habitats and natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (EC and consideration should be
Species Habitats Directive) into national law. These regulations |given to the timing of tree works
Regulations provide for the designation and protection of 'European [to avoid an offence under this
2017 (as Sites', the protection of 'European Protected Species' |[legislation. Where the presence
amended) and the adaptation of planning controls for the of such species is suspected,

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Reference: TR010066
Application Document Reference: TR010066/APP/6.3
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How this is addressed in this
assessment

Legislation

Summary

protection of such sites and species. Under the
regulations, public bodies have a duty in exercising
their functions to have regard to the EC Habitats
Directive.

the Ecological Clerk of Works
(ECoW) or statutory body
should be contacted for further
advice.

The role of the ECoW will be set
out in the First Iteration
Environmental Management
Plan (EMP) prior to construction.

The effect of the removal of
trees and hedgerows on
habitats is assessed in ES
Chapter 8 (Biodiversity)
(TR010066/APP/6.1)

2.2. National planning policy
National Networks National Policy Statement 2024

2.2.1. The National Networks National Policy Statement (NPS NN) (Department for
Transport (DfT), 2024) sets out the Government’s policies to deliver
development of Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIP) on the
national road and rail networks in England. The Secretary of State uses the NPS
NN as the primary basis for making decisions on DCO applications for highway

schemes.

2.2.2. Key policy from the NPS NN relevant to trees and hedgerows of the Scheme is
set out below in Table 2.2. See also the NPS NN Accordance Tables
(TR0O10066/APP/7.2) for an assessment of the Scheme’s compliance with the

NPS NN.

Table 2.2 NPS NN requirements for trees and hedgerows

How this is addressed in this
assessment

Paragraph

Applicant’s assessment / mitigation requirement

5.62 No veteran or ancient trees are

listed within the Order Limits

Ancient woodland and ancient and veteran trees are
irreplaceable habitats. England’s ancient woodlands and

ancient and veteran trees support high levels of biodiversity.
They are home to a quarter of England’s priority species for
conservation and once lost they cannot be recreated. They
also deliver many ecosystem services including clean water
and healthy soils, carbon storage, support for people’s
wellbeing and their long-standing cultural values. The
Keepers of Time published in 2022 updates the
government's policy to recognise the value of England’s
ancient and native woodlands and ancient and veteran
trees. It restates the government's commitment to evaluate
the threats facing these habitats and sets out updated

however, one veteran condition
tree was recorded during the
tree survey and is located just
outside the Order Limits, with
the root protection area
extending within the Order
Limits. Works close to the
\veteran tree have been
assessed and protection

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Reference: TR010066
Application Document Reference: TR010066/APP/6.3
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Paragraph

Applicant’s assessment / mitigation requirement

principles and objectives to protect and improve these
habitats for future generations.

How this is addressed in this
assessment

measures are included as part
of this assessment.

5.63 The Secretary of State should not grant development No veteran or ancient trees are
consent for any development that would result in the loss or [listed within the Order Limits
deterioration of irreplaceable habitats including ancient however, one veteran condition
woodland and ancient and veteran trees unless there are  ftree was recorded during the
wholly exceptional reasons (for example, where the public  ftree survey and is located just
benefit would clearly outweigh the loss or deterioration of  |outside the Order Limits, with
habitat) and a suitable compensation strategy exists. the root protection area

extending to within the Order
Limits. Works close to the
\veteran tree have been
assessed and protection
measures are included as part
of this assessment.

5.182 Productive forests provide economic benefits to This assessment includes
communities and ensure a supply of domestic timber protection measures for retained
resources. In addition, forests, trees and woodlands also trees and hedgerows within the
provide wider ecosystem services. The Environmental Order Limits.

Improvement Plan recognises the need to protect trees and
woodland and increase tree canopy and woodland cover.
Specific actions are set out in the England Trees Action
Plan 2021 to 2024, including a commitment to ensure
strong planning reforms will lead to more trees being
planted and ensure strong protections for existing trees.
5.195 Existing trees and woodlands should be retained where The Environmental Masterplan

possible. The applicant should assess the impacts on, and
loss of, all trees and woodlands within the project boundary
and avoid and mitigate for any direct and indirect effects
and any risk of net deforestation as a result of the scheme
(Irreplaceable Habitats require separate consideration 5.57-
5.58). Mitigation may include the use of buffers to enhance
resilience, improvements to connectivity, and improved
woodland management. Where woodland loss is
unavoidable, compensation schemes will be required, and
the long-term management and maintenance of newly
planted trees should be secured. Opportunities for tree
planting and woodland creation should be maximised.

(ES Figure 2.4
(TR010066/APP/6.2)) and
construction methodology have
been developed in conjunction
with the Arboricultural
consultant.

Effects of the Scheme on the
removal of trees and hedgerows
are provided in ES Chapter 7
(Landscape and Visual Effects)
(TR010066/APP/6.1), including
mitigation measures.

This assessment includes
protection measures and
construction phase
management requirements for
retained trees and hedgerows.

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Reference: TR010066
Application Document Reference: TR010066/APP/6.3
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National Planning Policy Framework

2.2.3. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (December 2023) has an
overarching environmental objective, encompassing protection and
enhancement of the natural environment and biodiversity. The following
paragraphs within the NPPF set out policies which guide the planning policy and

decision-making process in relation to trees. These are addressed in Table 2.3

below.

Table 2.3: NPPF requirements for trees and hedgerows

Paragraph = Applicant’s assessment / mitigation requirement How this is addressed in the
assessment
136 Trees make an important contribution to the character and [Effects of the Scheme on the
quality of urban environments and can also help mitigate removal of trees and hedgerows
and adapt to climate change. Planning policies and are provided in ES Chapter 7
decisions should ensure that new streets are tree-lined, that |(Landscape and Visual Effects)
opportunities are taken to incorporate trees elsewhere in (TR010066/APP/6.1), including
developments (such as parks and community orchards), mitigation measures as
that appropriate measures are in place to secure the long- |presented on the Environmental
term maintenance of newly-planted trees, and that existing [Masterplan (ES Figure 2.4
trees are retained wherever possible. Applicants and local (TR010066/APP/6.2)).
planning authorities should work with highways officers and [This assessment includes
tree officers to ensure that the right trees are planted in the  |5rotection measures and
right places, and solutions are found that are compatible construction phase
with highways standards and the needs of different users.  |\nanagement requirements for
retained trees and hedgerows.
This assessment includes an
initial Arboricultural
Management Plan. This will be
developed during detailed
design and included in the
Second lteration EMP, prior to
construction.
180 (b and |Planning policies should contribute to and enhance the The Environmental Masterplan
d) natural and local environment by: (ES Figure 2.4
o Recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the  [(1R010066/APP/6.2)) has been
countryside, and the wider benefits from natural capital [d€veloped in conjunction with
and ecosystem services — including the economic and  [n€ Arboricultural consultant and
other benefits of the best and most versatile the biodiversity team.
agricultural land, and of trees and woodland. Effects of the Scheme on
e Minimising impacts on and providing net gains for existing habitats related FO tre.es
biodiversity, including by establishing coherent and hedgerows are provided in
ecological networks that are more resilient to current ~ [ES Chapter 8 (Biodiversity)
and future pressures. (TRO10066/APP/6.1).
186 When determining planning applications, Local Planning The Environmental Masterplan
Authority’s (LPA) should apply the following principles: (ES Figure 2.4
(TR010066/APP/6.2)) has been

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Reference: TR010066
Application Document Reference: TR010066/APP/6.3
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Paragraph = Applicant’s assessment / mitigation requirement How this is addressed in the

assessment

e [f significant harm to biodiversity resulting from a developed in conjunction with
development cannot be avoided (through locating on  fthe Arboricultural consultant and
an alternate site with less harmful impacts), adequately fthe biodiversity team.
mitigated, or, as a last resort, compensated for, then  |Effects of the Scheme on

planning permission should be refused. existing habitats related to trees
o Development on land within or outside a Site of and hedgerows are provided in

Special Scientific Interest, and which is likely to have  [ES Chapter 8 (Biodiversity)

an adverse effect on it (either individually or in (TR010066/APP/6.1).

combination with other developments), should not The TPO located within the

normally be permitted. The only exception is where the |Order Limits also forms part of
benefits of the development in the location proposed  |Coombe Pool Site of Special
clearly outweigh both its likely impact on the features  |Scientific Interest (SSSI). This
of the Scheme that make it of special scientific interest, |[gssessment has considered the
and any broader impacts on the national network of impact on the associated trees.

Sites of Special Scientific Interest. No veteran or ancient trees are

e Development resulting in the loss or deterioration of listed within the Order Limits
irreplaceable habitats (such as ancient woodland and  |however, one veteran condition
ancient or veteran trees) should be refused unless tree was recorded during the
there are wholly exceptional reasons and a suitable tree survey and is located just
compensation strategy exists. outside the Order Limits, with

o Development whose primary objective is to conserve  [the root protection area
or enhance biodiversity should be supported; while extending to within the Order
opportunities to improve biodiversity in and around Limits. Works close to the
developments should be integrated as part of their veteran tree have been

design, especially where this can secure measurable ~[@ssessed and protection

net gains for biodiversity or enhance public access to ~ [measures are included as part
nature where this is appropriate. of this assessment. ES Chapter
8 (Biodiversity)
(TR0O10066/APP/6.1)
summarises the effects of the
Scheme on biodiversity and the
mitigation measures included.

2.3. Local planning policy

2.3.1.  The Order Limits are within both Coventry City Council and Rugby Borough
Council planning boundaries. Both Council’s planning policies have therefore
been carefully reviewed in preparation of this survey and report, as discussed
below in Table 2.4.

Table 2.4: Local planning policy in relation to trees and hedgerows

LPA policy Applicant’s assessment / mitigation requirement How this is addressed in the
assessment

Policy GE3: Effects of the Scheme on

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), Local Nature ~ Xisting habitats related T‘O treles
Reserves (LNRs), Ancient Woodlands, Local Wildlife and [@nd hedgerows are provided in

Coventry
City Council

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Reference: TR010066
Application Document Reference: TR010066/APP/6.3
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LPA policy Applicant’s assessment / mitigation requirement How this is addressed in the
assessment

Local Plan Geological Sites will be protected and enhanced. ES Chapter 8 (Biodiversity)

(2011-2031) |Proposals for development on other sites, having (TR010066/APP/6.1).
biodiversity or geological conservation value, will be Effects of the Scheme on the
permitted provided that they protect, enhance and/or removal of trees and hedgerows
restore habitat biodiversity. Development proposals would |are provided in ES Chapter 7
be expected to ensure that they: (Landscape and Visual Effects)

¢ lead to a net gain of biodiversity, where appropriate, |(TR010066/APP/6.1), including
by means of an approved ecological assessment of  |mitigation measures as
existing site features and development impacts presented on the Environmental
Masterplan (ES Figure 2.4
(TR010066/APP/6.2)).

No veteran or ancient trees are
listed within the Order Limits
however, one veteran condition
tree was recorded during the
tree survey and is located just
outside the Order Limits, with
Where this is not possible, adequate mitigation measures [the root protection area

must be identified. If mitigation measures are not possible |extending to within the Order

e protect or enhance biodiversity assets and secure
their long-term management and maintenance

e avoid negative impacts on existing biodiversity

e preserve species which are legally protected, in
decline, are rare within Coventry or which are
covered by national, regional or local Biodiversity
Action Plans

on site, then compensatory measures involving Limits. Works close to the
biodiversity offsetting will be considered, but only in \veteran tree have been
exceptional circumstances. assessed and protection

measures are included as part
of this assessment. The TPO
located within the Order Limits
also forms part of Coombe Pool
SSSI. This assessment has
considered the impact on the
associated trees.

Biodiversity would be encouraged particularly in areas of
deficiency, in areas of development and sustainable urban
extensions, and along wildlife corridors. Opportunities
would be sought to restore or recreate habitats, or
enhance the linkages between them, as part of the
strategic framework for green infrastructure. Protected
species, and species and habitats identified in the Local

Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), will be protected and This assessment includes
conserved through a buffer or movement to alternative protection measures and
habitat. Identified important landscape features, including [construction phase

Historic Environment assets, trees protected by management requirements for
preservation orders, individual and groups of ancient retained trees and hedgerows.

trees, ancient and newly-planted woodlands, ancient
hedgerows and heritage assets of value to the locality, will
be protected against loss or damage. In the case of
archaeological remains, all practical measures must be
taken for their assessment and recording in accordance
with Policy HE2.

Policy GE4: This assessment has been
Development proposals would be positively considered  [Prepared in accordance with the
provided: ‘Trees & Development
Guidelines for Coventry —
Supplementary Planning
Document October 2020’

e there is no unacceptable loss of, or damage to,
existing trees or woodlands during or as a result of

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Reference: TR010066
Application Document Reference: TR010066/APP/6.3
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LPA policy

Applicant’s assessment / mitigation requirement

How this is addressed in the
assessment

development, any loss should be supported by a tree
survey

e trees not to be retained as a result of the
development are replaced with new trees as part of
the landscape proposals

e existing trees worthy of retention are sympathetically
incorporated into the overall design of the Scheme
including all necessary measures taken to ensure
their continued protection and survival during
construction

Development proposals that seek to remove trees that are
subject to ‘Protection’, without justification, will not be
permitted.

A tree survey has been
undertaken and is presented in
this assessment.

Effects of the Scheme on the
removal of trees and hedgerows
are provided in ES Chapter 7
(Landscape and Visual Effects)
(TR010066/APP/6.1), including
mitigation measures as
presented on the Environmental
Masterplan (ES Figure 2.4
(TR010066/APP/6.2)).

Rugby
Borough
Council
Local Plan
(2011-2031)

Policy NE1:

Ancient Woodland Planning permission will be refused for
development resulting in the loss or deterioration of
ancient woodland, and/or the loss of aged or veteran trees
found outside of ancient woodland unless the need for,
and benefits of, the development in that location clearly
outweighs the loss. All development proposals in the
proximity of ancient woodland shall incorporate buffers
having regard to Natural England’s standing advice.

Developers would be required to take measures during
the development process to prevent the disturbance of
wildlife and to make provision for the protection and
subsequent retention of natural 74 features and necessary
supporting habitats, such as ponds, hedgerows, ditches
and trees which are to be retained. Where loss of habitat
is unavoidable, adequate mitigation measures should be
undertaken and only where this is not possible, adequate
compensation measures should be implemented. In this
instance development proposals should be guided by the
Council’'s approach to biodiversity offsetting (or
equivalent) as set out in the Warwickshire, Coventry and
Solihull Green Infrastructure Strategy, or any subsequent
update to this document and national policy. In all
instances, the long-term management and maintenance of
ecological features must be demonstrated. In order to
assist in ecological assessments, the Warwickshire
Biological Records Centre should be consulted.

No veteran or ancient trees are
listed within the Order Limits
however, one veteran condition
tree was recorded during the
tree survey and is located just
outside the Order Limits, with
the root protection area
extending to within the Order
Limits. Works close to the
veteran tree have been
assessed and protection
measures are included as part
of this assessment. Effects of
the Scheme on the removal of
trees and hedgerows are
provided in ES Chapter 7
(Landscape and Visual Effects)
(TR010066/APP/6.1), including
mitigation measures as
presented on the Environmental
Masterplan (ES Figure 2.4
(TR010066/APP/6.2)).

Effects of the Scheme on
existing habitats related to trees
and hedgerows are provided in
ES Chapter 8 (Biodiversity)
(TR010066/APP/6.1).

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Reference: TR010066
Application Document Reference: TR010066/APP/6.3
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3. Statutory and non-statutory tree protection

3.1. Tree Preservation Orders and Conservation Areas

3.1.1.  Trees protected by either a TPO or those situated within a local Conservation
Area are afforded legal protection under the Town and Country Planning Act
(1990) and the Town and County Planning (Tree Preservation) (England)
Regulations 2012.

3.1.2.  Coventry City Council were contacted during the preparation of this report to
determine whether any trees in the Scheme are afforded statutory protection. It
has been confirmed using the Council’s online planning map that as of 18 April
2024 none of the trees recorded during the survey are protected by a TPO. The
Scheme Order Limit does not lie within the Coventry City Council Conservation
Area.

3.1.3. Rugby Borough Council were contacted during the preparation of this report to
determine whether any trees in the Scheme are afforded statutory protection. It
has been confirmed that part of Woodland W1 is protected by Rugby Borough
Council’'s TPO No.82, 23 September 1985 - Land east of A46 Coventry Eastern
Bypass and Coombe Fields — ‘Coombe Pool Plantation’ (hatched green within
Plate 3-1 below). The Scheme is also bordered by the Coombe Abbey
Conservation Area and SSSI hatched pink within Plate 3-1 below.

Plate 3.1 Rugby Borough Council TPO No. 82 (hatched green), which also forms part of Coombe Abbey
Conservation Area / SSSI (hatched pink)
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3.2. Felling licences

3.2.1.  Felling of trees outside of a residential garden would fall under the controls of the
Forestry Act (1967), administered by the Forestry Commission. The volume of
timber felled is controlled by issuing a Felling Licence. An exemption applies
where the felling of trees is immediately required for the purpose of development
which is authorised by approval of full planning permission, or in this case the
DCO. Checks must be made with the appropriate Local Planning Authority and
Forestry Commission ahead of any tree removal works.

3.3. Hedgerow Regulations

3.3.1.  The Hedgerow Regulations (1997) protect agricultural or countryside hedgerows
which meet the requirements of an ‘important hedgerow’. These include a
minimum length of 20m (or meets another hedge at each end) and a minimum
age of at least 30 years. Several other ecological and archaeological/heritage
features can constitute an important hedgerow and further advice from a
qualified ecologist is recommended in advance of any planned works which
could impact established hedgerows on or bordering agricultural or countryside
land. Prior to the removal or destruction of a protected hedgerow, an application
must be made to the appropriate Local Planning Authority.

3.4. Woodland status

3.4.1.  Areview of the Department for environment Food & Rural Affairs’ Magic Map
was undertaken to understand the status of woodland either within the Scheme
Order Limits or within influencing distance of 15 metres of the Order Limits
(statutory buffer zone). It was confirmed that as of 18 April 2024 none of the
woodland recorded either on or adjacent to the Scheme Order Limits is classified
as either ancient and semi-natural woodland or ancient replanted woodland.

3.4.2. The Scheme is bordered by Priority Habitat Inventory — Deciduous Woodland,
Priority Habitat Inventory — Traditional Orchards and National Forest Inventory —
Broadleaved, which are Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Priority Habitats (shown
as green shaded areas in Plate 3-2 below), these are a non-statutory
designation which have the potential to be a material consideration in the
planning process.

3.4.3. Areview of the Woodland Trust, Ancient Tree Register was undertaken on 18
April 2024 and no veteran or ancient trees were listed either within the Scheme
Order Limits or within influencing distance. However, one tree was recorded of
veteran condition during the tree survey which was T12 pedunculate oak.
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Plate 3.2 Woodland designations across the Scheme (Source: Magic Map accessed April 2024)
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4. Baseline tree survey

4.1. Survey criteria

4.1.1.  The tree survey was undertaken on 21, 28 and 29 September 2023 and 3 April
2024. All trees were inspected from ground level only. Trees have been captured
with reference to the supplied Topographical Survey. Several trees were not
recorded on the Topographical Survey and therefore have been plotted
indicatively, based on features of the Ordnance Survey.

4.1.2.  The survey recorded trees either as individuals (T), groups of trees (G),
hedgerows (H) or woodlands (W). The identification numbers associated with
each tree are recorded within the Tree Survey Schedule and Arboricultural Plans
at Annex A and B, respectively.

4.1.3. The BS5837:2012 Cascade Chart for Tree Quality Assessment at Annex A sets
out the methodology for surveying trees on development sites, to identify them
within a prioritised system of retention categories.

4.2. Existing tree appraisal

4.2.1. The survey recorded a total of 55 individual trees, 29 groups of trees, 18
hedgerows and one woodland. These comprise of 12 ‘A’ category, 38 ‘B’
category, 49 ‘C’ category and 4 ‘U’ category. These are shown on the Tree
Constraints Plans in Annex B.

4.2.2. The A category trees and woodland include T1, T11, T12, T13, T21, T22, T28,
T33, T34, T40, T54 (pedunculate oak and atlas cedar) and W1 (mixed
woodland). The ‘A’ category individuals are positioned within field land either
east or west of the A46 and along the Coombe Pool woodland boundary. The
mature and late-mature trees are of high value within the development context
and of a significant contribution to the wider rural setting. All trees positioned
within Woodland W1 including trees T27-T55 are afforded statutory protection
under Rugby Borough Council’s TPO No.82 and the Coombe Abbey
Conservation Area.

4.2.3. W1isan ‘A’ category woodland positioned on the eastern boundary of the Order
Limits This woodland is largely protected by TPO No.82. W1 borders Coombe
Pool, part of Coombe Abbey Park. This woodland is classed as Priority Habitat
Inventory — Deciduous Woodland and comprises a vast mix of tree species, age
and maturity. This woodland is of historic significance to Coombe Abbey and
collectively of high arboricultural, landscape, amenity and likely habitat value.

4.2.4. T12 (pedunculate oak) is categorised as veteran Due to its age, size and
condition, this tree is of exceptional value from a landscape and habitat

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Reference: TR010066
Application Document Reference: TR010066/APP/6.3

Page 13



national

A46 Coventry Junctions (Walsgrave) .
Environmental Statement Appendices hlg hways

Appendix 7.4 Arboricultural Impact Assessment

4.2.5.

4.2.6.

4.27.

4.2.8.

conservation perspective. This tree would fulfil the definition of a veteran tree, as
set out in Annex 2 of the NPPF and discussed in Section 2.1.4 of this report.
Tree T12 is positioned outside the Order Limits, with its root protection area and
veteran root protection area extending into the Order Limits. The location of tree
T12 is shown on Tree Constraints Plan Sheet 2 of 5 in Annex B.

There are a total of 19 individual trees, 15 groups of trees and 4 hedgerows of
‘B’ category retention value. T17 and T26 pedunculate oak lie within
neighbouring fields to the east and west of the A46, respectively. T27, T29, T30,
T31, T32, T35, T36, T38, T39, T41, T44, T45, T47, T48, T50, T53 and T55
(pedunculate oak, sycamore, ash and atlas cedar) are positioned east of the A46
along the Coombe Pool woodland boundary, and are all afforded statutory
protection under Rugby Borough Council’s TPO No0.82 and the Coombe Abbey
Conservation Area.

The ‘B’ category groups recorded largely comprise of semi-mature highway
embankment planting (soft state) bordering the existing carriageways. These are
mixed species groups dominated by overstorey common ash, pedunculate oak,
wild cherry, silver birch, field maple and Lombardy poplar with understorey
common hawthorn, blackthorn, common elder, common hazel and low-level
scrub/vegetation. Collectively, the trees provide screening between the busy
highway and neighbouring field land. These large swathes are also likely to be of
habitat connectivity. Category ‘B’ hedgerows are principally mixed native species
and follow the existing field boundaries. The hedgerows offer low-level screening
and habitat corridors amongst a range of other benefits attributed to rural
hedgerows.

There are of total of 22 individual trees, 13 groups of trees and 14 hedgerows of
‘C’ category retention value. The trees comprise a mix of pedunculate oak, crab
apple, common ash, common holly, sycamore, goat willow and field maple. The
groups mainly comprise of large highway embankment planting (soft state)
bordering the carriageways, although of lesser quality and value as those ‘B’
category groups discussed above. The ‘C’ category groups are more scrub-like
in part, broken and sporadic. Where groups are dominated by ash trees suffering
from advanced infection of Hymenoscyphus fraxineus (Ash Dieback), these have
also been downgraded to ‘C’ category retention value. The ‘C’ category
hedgerows are mainly those which are broken, incomplete or display large dead
sections.

The ‘C’ category trees T37, T42, T43, T46, T49, T51 and T52 and group G29
stands along the Coombe Pool woodland boundary. The trees are all afforded
statutory protection under Rugby Borough Council’s TPO No.82 and the
Coombe Abbey Conservation Area.
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4.2.9. The remaining three individual trees and one tree group are of ‘U’ category
retention value and of <10 years functional life remaining. These include T4
common ash, T8 crab apple (dead), T24 common ash and G16 common holly
(dead). T4 and T24 are large, mature/over-mature ash displaying advanced
infection of Hymenoscyphus fraxineus (Ash Dieback), with <25% foliage cover
remaining. The trees exhibit both structural and physiological decline. T8 and
G16 are dead trees/groups.

4.2.10. A summary of the tree quality assessment is shown in Table 4.1 below.

Table 4.1 Existing tree appraisal and quality assessment

Category ‘B’ Category ‘U’ Totals

Category ‘C’

BS5837: 2012 | Category ‘A’

Category (high quality) gmu:ﬁ'&r)ate (low quality)  (Poor quality)
Trees T1,T11,T12, | T17,726,T27, | T2, T3,T5,T6, | T4, T8, T24
T13, T21, T22, | T29, T30, T31, | T7, T9, T10,
T28, T33, T34, | T32, T35, T36, | T14, T15, T16,
T40, T54 T38, T39, T41, | T18, T19, T20,
T44, T45, T47, | T23, 25, T37,
T48, T50, T53, | TA2, T43, T46,
55 T49, T51, T52
- G1,G2,G4, | G3,G6, GO, G16 29
G5, G7.G8, | G11, G14, G15,
G10, G12, G18, G21, G25,
G13, G17, G26, G27, G28,
G19, G20, G29
G22, G23,
G24
Hedgerows H2, H6, H7, | H1, H3, H4, H5, | - 18
H13 H8, H9, H10,
H11, H12, H14,
H15, H16, H17,
H18
Woodlands WA1 - - - 1

Totals
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Plate 4.1 View of T1 pedunculate oak adjacent to main access road at Hungerley Hall Farm
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Plate 4.3 View of T21 pedunculate oak and typical field boundary hedgerow H7 (west of A46)
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Plate 4.5 View of Coombe Pool Woodland W1 from north looking south (east of A46)
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5. Arboricultural impact of the Scheme

5.1. Tree removals

5.1.1. The impact assessment evaluates both the direct and indirect effects of the
Scheme on existing tree cover. This is further illustrated on the Tree Protection
Plans at Annex B.

5.1.2.  The Scheme would require the removal of 15 individual trees, six groups of trees
and one hedgerow. There would also be a part-removal of a further seven
groups of trees and eight hedgerows. These comprise of 1 ‘A’ category, 12 ‘B’
category, 21 ‘C’ category and three ‘U’ category.

5.1.3. The Category ‘A’ tree to be removed is T13 pedunculate oak. This mature
specimen is positioned west of the A46, immediately adjacent to the highway
embankment planting. Heavy earthworks and level changes are necessary to
construct the Scheme. This would be detrimental to its health, vitality, and
structural integrity, as such its retention is not considered achievable.

5.1.4. The Category ‘B’ tree to be removed is T17 pedunculate oak. The Category ‘B’
groups to be removed are G17 mixed species and G19 common holly. The
mature tree and groups are positioned west of the A46, establishing from field
boundary hedgerows. The trees would require removal due to the impact of the
proposed highway layout, construction working zone and proposed embankment
planting.

5.1.5. T4, T8 and G16 are of Category ‘U’ retention value. T4 is an over-mature ash
which exhibits extensive decline resulting from advanced Hymenoscyphus
fraxineus (Ash Dieback). The tree would be removed to accommodate the
proposed drainage feature close to Hungerley Hall Farm. T8 and G16 are dead
trees proposed for removal and would be of no impact to the wider landscape.
Dead trees will be re-used or recycled through on-site landscaping or ecological
improvement works (ES Chapter 10 (Material Assets and Waste)
(TRO10066/APP/6.1)).

5.1.6. Category ‘C’ trees to be removed include a variety of species and maturity. The
trees are proposed to be removed to accommodate the new highway layout and
construction working zone. These are principally of low quality and value within
the development context.

5.1.7.  The part-removals principally comprise of early-mature highway embankment
planting groups. The groups are of moderate or low value and relatively easily
replaced with new tree planting. This represents an opportunity to enhance
species diversity and resilience, especially given the advanced infection of
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Hymenoscyphus fraxineus (Ash Dieback) present within the trees/woodland
identified within the Order Limits. Further part-removals would be necessary for
installing new below ground services including within groups G5 and G13.

5.1.8.  Where part of a tree group is to be removed, the final extent of tree removal
must be determined in conjunction with the Arboricultural Clerk of Work (ACoW).
An assessment can be made to determine the stability and suitability of retained
trees and to consider the impact of the loss of companion shelter.

5.1.9. The loss of the trees would be necessary to achieve the construction of the
Scheme. None of the trees proposed for removal are afforded statutory
protection by either a TPO or Conservation Area. None of the trees proposed for
removal are considered aged or veteran therefore the principals for refusal within
the NPPF would not be considered applicable.

5.1.10. Tree removals would be mitigated by a proposal of high-quality tree planting and
associated landscaping works, which represents an opportunity to enhance the
quality, benefits and resilience of trees across the Scheme. The loss of mature
hedgerows would also be adequately compensated for within the replanting
proposals.

Table 5.1 Tree removals for the Scheme

Tree retention category Totals

Reason for removal
proposed works

1 RT3 Remove T17, G17, T2,T6, T7,
for Scheme G19 T9, T14, G16
T15, T16,
T18, T19,
T20, T23,
G14, G15,
G18, H3,
L u-e Part- 0 G5, G8, G27, G28, 0 15
remove G10, G13, H4, H5,
for Scheme G20, H2, H16, H17
H6, H7,
H13

Totals
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6. Arboricultural works

6.1. Facilitation tree works

6.1.1.  The facilitation pruning works listed below would be necessary for construction
access and safe working zones:

e T1 pedunculate oak would require raising of the lower south-east side
canopy to allow a five metre clearance over the farm access and field parcel
opposite.

e T46 — T55 common ash, sycamore and atlas cedar (TPO No.82) would
require raising of the western / north-western side canopies to allow a five
metre clearance over the highway embankment.

e (529 mixed species group (TPO No.82) would require pruning overhanging
branches back to the SSSI boundary where necessary, to repair sections of
broken fencing.

6.1.2.  Canopy raising should be targeted to secondary branches or smaller to achieve
the desired clearance from ground level. All pruning should be back to
appropriate growth points.

6.1.3.  Facilitation pruning should be reassessed again during detailed design and the
pre-commencement meeting.

Plate 6-1 View of G10 (left) and G29 (right) (east of A46) along the Coombe Pool SSSI boundary

Larger boundary trees T46-
T55 to be canopy raised to
five metres where
overhanging boundaries.

VS

Understorey trees
within G29 to be
cut back for

8| fencing repairs.

Trees within G10
29 to be removed.
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6.1.4.  All arboricultural works listed within the attached Tree Survey Schedule (Annex
A) shall be carried out by suitably qualified, insured and experienced
professionals working to BS3998:2010 Tree Works Recommendations. The
specialist contactor shall not deviate from the recommendations of the attached
Tree Survey Schedule. A directory of Arboricultural Association approved tree
surgeons can be found at www.trees.org.uk.

6.1.5.  Should any further tree works be identified during construction, due to design or
temporary works changes, these should first be discussed with the ACoW and
no works would be undertaken without the consent of the relevant Local
Planning Authority.

6.2. Future tree growth and risk management

6.2.1.  The nuisance caused by trees can be avoided through appropriate design and
planning. The most common conflicts associated with trees are known to be
shading, leaves and fruit as well as direct and indirect damage. With careful
planning, these problems can be avoided through appropriate tree retention,
species selection and Scheme layout.

6.2.2. The majority of retained trees are positioned outside of the proposed new
highway layout and construction working zone. As such, retained trees would not
have a significant future impact on the Scheme.

6.2.3. Having well-managed trees (specifically those that do not pose foreseeable
harm) is important to ensure that the ‘duty of care’ which is owed by the
owner/occupier is fulfilled. The management of trees in a proactive system would
ensure that the owners/occupiers of the Site are fulfilling the ‘duty of care’ set out
within the Occupiers’ Liability Acts 1957 and 1984 and also following guidance
provided by the National Tree Safety Group (NTSG).

6.2.4.  Future arboricultural health and safety inspection should be undertaken at
regular intervals. The data recorded would provide an electronic inventory of the
trees, which can be monitored, updated and also used as a tree management
tool for future works. This would ensure a proactive role is adopted to maintain
and improve the tree resource in a planned, systematic and integrated approach.
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7. Arboricultural method statement

71. Arboricultural works schedule

Table 7.1 Arboricultural works schedule

Report

Stage / Timing Action section

Appoint ACoW to implement auditable system of
monitoring.

Implement reporting process for all unforeseen

arboricultural incidents and use progress sheet to build up
Stage 1 evidence base of good practice. 8.2
(pre-development) )

Set out Construction Exclusion Zone (CEZ) and erect tree
protection fencing (TPF) to BS5837:2012 specifications
as appropriate.

Arrange the initial / pre-commencement meeting.

Working within the Root Protection Area (RPA) of retained
trees and precautionary methodology to avoid any
Stage 2 foreseeable harm. 8.3

(el el Py Regular monitoring site visits by ACoW to ensure

continued compliance.

Post development inspection to identify any required

Stage 3 remedial works.

(post development) General maintenance / remedial tree works. 8.4

New tree planting and soft landscaping.

7.2. Stage 1 — pre-development
Arboricultural Clerk of Works

7.2.1. A suitably qualified arboriculturist would be appointed by the developer to act as
an ACoW. The ACoW would be engaged to monitor and oversee the
implementation of the works required in this report including:

e Initial meeting (pre-commencement) — to ensure all tree protection measures
are in place.

e Monitoring visits — regular site visits and to oversee works within tree RPAs
and to inform the Site Manager where appropriate measures are not in place.

e Completion meeting — to inspect trees to assess for any required works and
to confirm that the development has been sufficiently completed, and the tree
protection measures can be removed.

Reporting process and progress sheets

7.2.2. If any damage to either the retained trees or the RPAs is sustained, this would
be reported to the Site Manager immediately. At the earliest feasible time, the
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Site Manager will inform the ACoW, who would undertake a site visit to assess
the impact on the trees and make recommendations for any required works.

7.2.3.  During the various stages of the development, a record of the completion of the
various tree protection works will be kept by the ACoW. This would provide the
Applicant with sufficient evidence that all practicable steps have been taken to
prevent damage to the trees.

7.2.4. A separate progress sheet will be filled in for each completed operation. The
original would be kept with the copy of this document that will be retained by the
Site Manager.

Construction Exclusion Zone (CEZ) and protective fencing

7.2.5.  All trees to be retained within the Scheme Order Limits would be protected by
barriers and/or ground protection to create a CEZ around their associated RPA.
The protective barriers are to be installed prior to any development activity in the
vicinity of the construction exclusion zones.

7.2.6. The tree protection fence/barrier once erected would not be moved or relocated
without written